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For the most part, we Presbyterians have removed ourselves from 

the pageantry found in other forms of worship. This is not a criticism; 

it’s just an observation. True, there are some Presbyterians who have 

borrowed heavily from those traditions where the pageantry, the 

pomp and circumstance has always been strong. Our PC(USA) Book 

of Common Worship is one example of this. Its compilers and editors 

drew from not only our own traditions, but also from ecumenical 

liturgies of the Roman Catholics, the Episcopalians, and the 

Lutherans, to name a few. Those other denominations’ liturgies are 

sometimes referred to as “smells and bells.”

Isaiah probably had some “smells and bells” going on when he was in 

the Temple. Such was Jewish worship at the time. A Greek Orthodox 

priest once told me, the accoutrements of liturgy are present to 

activate the senses so one can experience God. Isaiah’s sense were 

definitely activated as we heard this morning. But, more important 

than the smoke and fire is what Isaiah saw, felt, and heard.

I daresay that when we come to church, we expect our worship 

services to be calm, peaceful, even, to some, boring. We joke about 

how many different ways Presbyterians manifest their nickname – the 

frozen chosen. And, one of these ways is during worship. Music 

played at a sedate pace. Prayers are said by the pastor, not typically 

by lay folk. Sermons can be less than challenging about how be lively 

disciples. Again, I’m speaking in generalities, because I know of 
Page 1 of 5

some PC(USA) congregations where the music is rocking, the 

worshipers are raising hands and clapping, the prayers are personal 

and heartfelt (and said by members), the sermon is engaging and 

thought-provoking, and where folks depart ready to serve.

“In the year that King Uzziah died, [Isaiah] saw the Lord…”This 

prophet-priest saw the Lord God sitting on a th rone. In the Temple, 

perhaps in the Holy of holies, Isaiah has a vision, not a delusion, but 
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an epiphany, a revelation where God Himself is seen, His presence 

felt, and His words are heard.

How shocking is that? What would you do if one Sunday morning 

during worship, you had a similar revelation? You’re sitting here in the 

sanctuary, the service is in full gear, and you sense yourself being 

lifted up into the throne room of God!

We tend to objectify the Scriptures. By that, I mean, that we hear the 

stories, listen to the poetry, even imagine the events recounted as if 

they are happening to someone else. They are, of course. But, at 

best, we modern folk transfer the experiences of the Biblical 

characters to a sort of film-watching event. You can see in your 

mind’s eye the character of Isaiah standing in the Temple. As the 

scene unfolds, the image of the heavenly throne room is 

superimposed onto the events going on with Isaiah. The smoke and 

fire are in both images, the seraphs on the Ark lift off from their 

places, and with Isaiah, you hear them calling to each other. With 

Dolby-surround sound-like bass, you feel the doorposts of the 

Temple-Throne Room shake. And, as one of the seraphim flies 

towards Isaiah with a live coal, reaching toward the prophet’s face, 

you shrink back to avoid feeling too much a part of the experience.

But, again, what if something like this would happen to each of us? 

I’m sure I’d be terrified, as I’m sure Isaiah was. But, then, what? What 

would happen?  What could happen? To see God, Christians have 

always pointed to Jesus the Christ. Paul describes the importance of 

passing on what he saw and heard, along with the testimony of many 

others. How do you tell others what you see and hear? As you may 

recall, but I almost always charge the congregation to go out and tell 

others about what you’ve seen and heard in worship. This is not just 

a way to promote evangelism – it is giving witness to the presence of 

God whom we worshiped and who calls us to do this.

Just imagine for a moment that 1 out of every 3 persons whom you 

told about your experience here at New Store/Maysville Presbyterian 

came to see what was going on And imagine that 1 out of 3 of those



came to see what was going on. And, imagine that 1 out of 3 of those 

came back and got involved here. AND, those same folk went out 

and told what they see and hear. Beginning with an average of 12/30 

worshipers, and adding a straight-line yearly average increase of 

33% in attendance and involvement; in 4 years, this church would 

see almost 40/100 worshippers here.
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Now we know that such growth may be a bit optimistic for such a 

period. But, it is still amazing how much a church can do when they 

are telling others what they see and hear each week. More 

importantly, my experience is that when people sense God’s 

presence at church and in their lives, they are more likely to invite 

others to their place of worship.

I’ve mentioned this before, but there is a church north of here who 

grew from 25 in worship to 75 in 5 years. They had as many as 125 

for a worship space that seats 86; now they have a membership of 97 

with an average worship attendance of 84. Still, pushing the capacity 

of the sanctuary. How did they grow? Two basic reasons: (1) they told 

(and continue to tell) their neighbors and friends about what exciting 

things were going on there, and (2) they continue to be willing to try 

new things. Even if the event fails, they keep trying to find missions 

and ministries that get people excited, involved, and committed.

Isaiah volunteered to go and tell what he’d seen and heard. I can’t 

say the news was good at the time, but like a lot of what Isaiah 

prophesied, there was hope in the end.

We are in a different place than Isaiah and the people of Judah. Yet, 

the same God asks now as then, “Whom shall I send? Who will go for 

me?” Are we ready? Will we respond with the shocking answer, “Here 

I am. Send me?”



Let us pray:  God of all time and place, You are steadfast in Your call 

for us to love You and serve in Your Kingdom.  Stir our hearts with 

Your presence.  By the Holy Spirit, guide us in the ways You would 

have us go.  Lead us to the place where we respond like Isaiah, 

“Here I am. Send me.”  And, let us not look back, but forward with 

energy, excitement, hope, and joy.  We pray this in the name of Your 

blessed Son, Jesus, our Lord and Savior.  Amen.
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