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If you’ll indulge me for a minute, I’d like to share a bit of personal 

history. Actually, it’s some history of my wife’s family. Her great-

grandfather was the resident physician at Hampden-Sidney College 

when he died suddenly, leaving a wife and four young daughters. 

This was 1913. Moving to the town of Farmville, Mrs. Holladay raised 

the four girls to go on to college and make something of their lives at 

a time when very few women went to college, let alone finished.

I had the privilege of officiating at the funeral of Emilie Holladay, the 

last surviving sister of Dr. Holladay’s four daughters. As I said, she 

had gone to college, earned a masters degree, and eventually 

returned home to teach for many, many years at Longwood College. 

Her oldest and youngest sisters took their degrees and headed to 

Hawaii where they taught until age and health brought them back to 

Richmond. My wife’s grandmother died relatively young, but when I 

served in Farmville, I still heard from Farmville natives stories of her 

skills at hosting parties and her charity work around town.

My wife’s family has always counted their blessings. Not simply by 

looking back at what great events had happened in their lives, but 

they also look forward to what opportunities God is placing before 

them.

Our reading from Genesis this morning is a bit like looking for 

opportunities. Abram had just rescued his nephew Lot from a 

collection of raiding tribes. Flush from victory, he looked at his life and 

saw a bleak future – a future without a child to carry forward his 

legacy. God, who had been with him in the successful rescue of his 

brother’s son, comes to him in his despair and tells him to count the 

stars, if he can. According to God, those stars represented the 

number of offspring that Abram would have.

These days we don’t worry about family inheritances in the same way 



y y y y

the ancients did. Oh, we still see our children and grandchildren as 

blessings, similarly to the ancients. And, we still look into the future 

wondering what legacy we will leave those who follow us. But, 

sometimes all we can do is know that we “launched” our children and 

trust that they have the skills, experiences, and teachings to find their 

own way through life. And, we have to recognize that we have a 

responsibility to raise our children well so that they can make it on 

their own without too much damage.

God took that responsibility by making a covenant with Abram.The 

Lord had already promised that Abram would have an heir – but that 

could be anyone; in fact, as Abram complained, it was a very distant 

relative, Eliezer, a servant. Now, God adds more details to the 

promise – the heir would be a son of Abram.

And, we heard of Abram’s response to God’s promises: he believed 

and God “reckoned it to him as righteousness.” Interestingly, the 

Hebrew word translated as “reckoned” also means “to conceive,” “to 

devise,” “to think,” and even “to intend.” So, we can see that this 

righteousness of Abram was intended by God; it was intended to 

create a two-way interaction between human and the divine. What 

seemed to be at the beginning a one-way communication becomes a 

two-way covenant where each party does his part in solidifying the 

commitment.

This is not unlike what happens at baptism. Our Reformed Protestant 

tradition holds that God calls us often before we are aware.This call 

is, in part, to join the covenant made with Abram – you might say, to 

be one of the stars of which Abram was asked to try and count. The 

Lord calls us to fulfill our creation as one of God’s children, and even 

before we can fully understand or know, we trust that the call is 

genuine and that through our parents, grandparents, great-

grandparents, great-great-grandparents, all the way back to Abram, 

God is at work, assuring us of His presence and making a way for us 

to live in the Kingdom.

All of our Scripture readings today express a confident belief in God



All of our Scripture readings today express a confident belief in God. 

They express a sure and certain trust that God’s blessings are given 

to us. Despite our insecurities, despite being overwhelmed at times, 

despite troubles or anxieties, God is here – with us, for us. On that we 

can count. Lent is a season to lean on God, to ponder the blessings 

we have received, to foster the trust we should have in God, through 

Christ Jesus and the Holy Spirit. Such trust is not innate, nor is it 

found laying about – rather the trust in God that Abram demonstrated, 
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the kind of which the Psalmist speaks and Jesus embodied, comes 

from attending to Scripture. It comes from the testimony of faith 

stories like we heard this morning, from those who have experienced 

it, and to pray for it in our own lives. Trust finally comes from really 

trusting God. As we continue this season of reflection on our faith, let 

us thank God for all the blessings we have, then let us trust in God, I 

mean, really trust God, and live lives worthy of being his children, 

disciples of his Risen Son, Jesus the Christ, our Lord and Savior.

Let us pray:  Most gracious God, You have created the universe and 

all the stars and worlds in it.  We recognize that we are so blessed – 

not by material things, per se, but by the love we have from You and 

which we share with others.  We thank you for life in all its various 

ways and means.  We thank You for family and love – for the sense 

of being part of a larger family – Your family – seen in, through, and 

as the Church.  Keep us safe.  Lead us into a future filled with Your 

presence – led by Jesus our Savior, by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen.


