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I don’t know how many of you know that what is sometimes referred 

to as the Hebrew Bible, or the Jewish Bible actually has a formal 

name. While all what we call the Old Testament is contained in the 

Jewish Bible, some of the books are in a different order, and it is the 

acronym of that order that gives the Jewish Bible its name. The 

letters T – A – N – A – K – H form the acronym for the Jewish 

Scriptures. The “T” stands for Torah (or Law), the first five books of 

the Old Testament which for Jews contain what is commonly referred 

to as the Law of Moses. Those books are in the same order as our 

Old Testament. The “N” is the first letter of Nevi’im (or Prophets); this 

section contains the writing of all the Old Testament prophets, major 

and minor. Finally, the “KH” an aspirated consonant in Hebrew, what 

we might call a “breathy” consonant, stands for Ketuvim (or Writings) 

which recount the history of God and the people.

Because we Christians share part of our Bible with Jews, and 

because, like the apostle Paul, I believe that Christians are adopted 

or grafted on to God’s covenant with the Jews through Jesus, 

occasionally using the version of the Psalms translated by Jewish 

scholars from the Hebrew or Aramaic allows us hear the words of 

Scripture in new ways, and helps us see a bond to others who 

believe in the same God, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. I 

often use a translation of the Jewish version of the Psalms as the Call 

to Worship.
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You may be asking, “Kim, that’s all very interesting, but what does 

this have to do with our Scripture readings today, or with me directly? 

The opening excursus about the Bible and the shared Psalms being 

what Jews and Christians alike call the Prayerbook of the Bible points 

us  to the need to understand why we do what we do.

Presbyterians have historically put a tremendous emphasis on 

Christian education; in fact, on education of any kind. Hampden-
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Sydney College, one of 66 institutions still affiliated with the PC(USA)  

was started by Presbyterians in this area who wanted quality 

education and who did not want to send their sons to William and 

Mary.

When you look at Presbyterian churches around the country, their 

facilities almost always have more floor space, more square footage 

dedicated to the education ministry of the congregation than to 

worship or fellowship. Knowing why we do what we do has been vital 

to Presbyterianism throughout the years.

So now we come to our readings this morning. The gospel texts are 

the traditional ones read on the first Sunday in Lent. The New 

Testament reading tells of Luke’s version of the testing of Jesus by 

Satan, or commonly called the Temptation of Jesus. Have you ever 

put together this story by Matthew, Mark, or Luke, and the Lord’s 

Prayer which we also say each Sunday Think about it. Don’t we ask 

not to be led into temptation? A more accurate rendition or translation 

of that phrase and the one that follows is: “Do not bring us to the test, 

and rescue us from the evil one.” Such phrasing might help us relate 

our daily situation with that of our Lord Jesus who was tested by the 

evil one, and who overcame such testing.

And we should remember that this special season of Lent is our way 

of walking alongside Jesus as our Lord moves from preaching and 

teaching to his arrest and crucifixion. Can we not remember the 

words of the hymn, Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley: I must walk 

my lonesome valley I got to walk it for myself, Nobody else can walk it for me, I got to 

walk it for myself I must go and stand my trial, I got to stand it for myself, Nobody 

else can stand it for me, I got to stand it for myself. Jesus walked his lonesome 

valley, He had to walk it for himself, Nobody else could walk it for him, He had to 

walk it for himself.

Even our Old Testament reading points to a time of testing and of 

God’s providential deliverance. “When the priest takes the basket 

from your hand and sets it down before the altar of the Lord Your 

God you shall make this response ‘A wandering Aramean was my



God, you shall make this response ‘A wandering Aramean was my 

ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in 

number, and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous. 

When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us by imposing 

hard labor on us, we cried to the Lord, the God of our ancestors; the 

Lord heard our [cry]…[and] the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a 

mighty hand and an outstretched arm…and He brought us into this 

place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. So 
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now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that You, O Lord, have 

given me.’”

Such a prayer of thanksgiving which is to be said as response to 

God’s grace and love; is much like the prayer of thanksgiving that is 

said as we come before the Table in sharing the elements of 

communion, the bread and the cup. We recite the deeds of God 

among and for the people, we recount how God has acted for our 

salvation in Scripture, through the prophets, and in, with, through, and 

as Jesus the Christ. Thus, our actions are mirrored from what we 

read and believe in Scripture.

Why do we do what we do? Sometimes what we do seems empty of 

meaning. Sometimes the meaning has become lost. Sometimes we 

need to question why we do what we do because we need to 

remember, to recall who we are in relation to God and to keep in mind 

the reasons for what we do and say. Sometimes we need to question 

what we do because what we do is not what we should be doing.

Therefore, we should pause and take a good look at why we do what 

we do; to see if we are on the same path as Jesus or if we have 

strayed from the way of the Lord. We should take the time to listen, to 

pray, to seek, to discern what God is calling us to be and do as faith-

filled Christians. So let us ask; let us question; let us seek a clear 

answer together to the question of why we do what we do.



Let us pray:  Holy and mighty God, You saved us in the sending and 

ministry of Your Son, Jesus, who lived, died, and rose for our sakes.  

We pray that Your Spirit be with us as we enter this season of Lent 

and as we seek to understand and then give voice to who we are and 

what You call us to do in the name of Christ Jesus.  Make things clear 

to us so that we may know Your presence and give witness to Your 

love in, through, with, and as Jesus, our Lord and Savior.  Amen.
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