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 Have   you   ever   thought   about   how   good   it   feels   when   you’ve   been 

 invited   somewhere   or   to   something?   Really.   Have   you   ever   stopped 

 and   examined   your   feelings,   your   body’s   response   to   an   invitation 

 by   someone?   I   daresay   most   of   us   haven’t.   Why   should   we? 

 Because   usually   when   we   are   invited   to   go   somewhere,   to   join 

 someone,   to   attend   some   function   or   even   to   come   for   lunch   or 

 dinner,   our   bodies   produce   endorphins,   the   natural   chemical   that 

 stimulates   the   areas   of   our   brain   that   give   us   the   feeling   of   pleasure, 

 of   anticipatory   enjoyment.   And,   when   we   are   invited   to   come   to   a 

 party,   or   even   to   someone’s   house   just   for   a   visit   –   we   feel   special, 

 wanted,   appreciated. 

 John   has   seen   an   incredible   series   of   visions   while   exiled   to   the 

 island   of   Patmos.   A   bit   of   geography   here.   Patmos   is   a   Greek   island 

 just   off   the   coast   of   Turkey.   It   and   its   sister   island,   Samos,   are   almost 

 due   west   of   Ephesus,   the   site   of   one   of   the   churches   founded   by 

 Paul.   This   John   of   Patmos   was   very   likely   a   bishop   or   elder   in   that 

 church,   and   some   scholars   theorize   that   he   was   exiled   to   the   island 

 by   the   civil   government   during   a   time   of   intense   persecution   of   the 

 church.   His   visions   or   revelation   have   been   debated   and   interpreted 

 since   at   least   the   400s.   As   I   said   in   my   opening   remarks,   the   last   two 

 books   of   the   Bible   to   be   included   in   the   canon   were   the  Letter   to   the 

 Hebrews  and  Revelation  . 



 John   has   a   vision   of   the   world   as   we   know   it   destroyed   –   the   four 

 horsemen   of   the   Apocalypse   have   been   sent   out;   the   destruction   is 

 complete,   and   the   devil   is   overcome   for   the   last   time.   Then,   John   sees 

 a   new   heaven   and   a   new   earth   come   into   creation.   He   envisions   a 

 new   Jerusalem,   which   he   understands   to   be   the   bride   of   Christ.   This 

 new   creation   is   not   some   distant   place,   some   far   away   destination   – 

 but   comes   down   and   replaces   the   old   heaven   and   the   old   earth.   John 

 sees   a   place   of   beauty   “where   the   glory   of   God   is   its   light,   and   its   lamp 

 is   the   Lamb.   The   nations   will   walk   by   its   light,   and   the   kings   of   the 

 earth   will   bring   their   glory   into   it…”   a   new   creation   –   a   new   Jerusalem, 

 a   place   filled   with   joy   and   love,   peace   and   justice,   hope   and   faith. 

 To   the   people   of   John   of   Patmos’   church,   who   were   persecuted 

 bitterly   by   the   government   for   not   conforming   to   the   laws   of   the   land, 

 such   a   vision   would   be   hope-producing.   To   believe   that   God   would 

 bring   about   a   new   creation   that   would   be,   well,   heaven-like;   it   would 

 give   these   people   emotional   strength   to   become   martyrs   for   their   faith. 

 Such   a   vision   of   the   new   Jerusalem   would   give   people   hope   and   faith 

 in   a   God   who   has   not   abandoned   them. 

 How   do   we   offer   hope   and   faith   to   others?   Do   we   scare   them   into 

 heaven?   Do   we   threaten   hell   and   damnation?   Or,   do   we   invite   them   to 

 envision   a   place   of   beauty,   a   place   filled   with   joy   and   love? 

 As   you   all   know,   I   rarely   comment   directly   on   current   affairs   in   my 

 sermons.   In   part,   because   the   rhetoric   that   I   hear   about   all   of   it   is   more 

 what   a   former   professor   calls,   “bad   dog   sermons.”   You   know   the 



 type    —   “Bad   dog!”   “You’re   a   bad   dog   if   you   don’t   do   as   I   say!”   Or,   what 

 I   want   the   Bible   to   say…   Also,   several   of   you   know   that   I   grew   up 

 hunting   and   fishing   among   the   bayous   of   South   Louisiana. 

 I   was   taught   by   my   father   to   never   point   a   gun   —   empty   or   especially 

 loaded   —   at   any   person.   The   results   of   our   hunting   —   be   it   ducks, 

 quail,   or   dove   or   rabbit,   deer,   or   turkey   went   into   our   larder   where   my 

 mother   made   stews,   fricassee,   gumbos;   they   were   smoked   or   roasted, 

 cooked   and   eaten   with   enjoyment.   And,   my   father   never   owned,   nor 

 encouraged   us   to   own   firearms   that   were   made   to   fire   multiple   rounds 

 in   an   automatic,   warlike-style,   manner.   Yet,   the   events   that   have   taken 

 place   this   week   in   Texas   has   weighed   on   me   to   the   point   where   I   can’t 

 do   but   say   something;   and   we   who   believe   in   the   true   gospel   of   Jesus 

 Christ   need   to   say   and   do   something   to   reduce   and   prevent   the   killing 

 of   innocent   children.   For   me,   these   continued   acts   of   wanton   gun 

 violence   betray   the   heart   of   the   gospel   which   is   that   God   sent   Jesus 

 into   the   world   to   bring   life   abundant,   grace   unmerited,   and   hope   in 

 such   life   and   grace   for  ALL  people.   Hence,   the   meaning   of   “God   so 

 loved   the   whole   world…” 

 Another   seminary   professor   of   mine   has   noted   that   “The   hope   of   the 

 gospel...   lies   not   only   in   a   hope   for   the   future,   but   also   in   a   hope   for   the 

 past   —   our   pasts   and   our   coming   pasts   of   sinfulness,   disobedience 

 and   faithlessness.   “In   the   dying   humanity   of   Jesus   Christ,   God   has... 

 gathered   up   our   history   and   present   experiences   of   fear,   wantonness, 



 violence,   death,   and   so   on   into   himself   and   given   humankind   a   hitherto 

 undisclosed   future   that   is   now   announced   in   the   event   of   the 

 resurrection   of   Jesus   Christ   from   the   dead.”  1 

 This   hope   comes   not   simply   by   “thoughts   and   prayers.”   “The   hope   of 

 the   gospel   must   be   seen   as   hope   for   the   hopeless,   wherever   they   are 

 to   be   found   and   in   whatever   form   that   hopelessness   is   found…   “There 

 can   be   no   real   separation   between   work   for   social   righteousness, 

 evangelism   and   pastoral   care….   Wherever   Christ   is,   there   the   church 

 is   found.”  2 

 Andrew   Purves   puts   it   this   way:   “The   gospel   begins   from   the 

 standpoint   that   God   so   loved   the   world….   “We   must   first   approach 

 people   not   with   God's   judgment,   or   even   with   God's   forgiveness— 

 for   we   cannot   assume   that   a   person   knows   who   the   God   is   who 

 judges   or   forgives   him   or   her….   “Thus   the   first   pastoral   movement   of 

 the   ministry   of   grace   must   be,   quite   simply   (although   of   immense 

 significance),   the   announcement:   "Jesus   Christ   is   Lord,   and   this   Jesus 

 who   is   God   loves   you."  3  And   yet,   ”[this]   'superabundance   of   grace' 

 (  Rom.   5  ;  20  )  does   not   imply   disregard   for   ethically   responsible   and 

 vocationally   oriented   living.   “'In   Christ'   means   living   in   the   explicit 

 context   of   the   fundamental   relationship   with   Jesus   Christ   that 

 determines   everything   else.   “The   priority   of   the   grace   of   the   indicative 

 is   the   ground   of   the   imperative, 

 which   is   no   less   gracious   —   it   is   also   'in   Christ.’ 

 3  Ibid,   179-80. 

 2  Ibid,   pp.   228,   229 

 1  Andrew   Purves,  Reconstructing   Pastoral   Theology:  A   Christological   Foundation  ,   p.   220 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Rom.%205
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Rom%205.20


 “Any   weakening   of   the   imperative   however,   would   be   to   advocate   a 

 practical   theology   of   cheap   grace,   grace   without   obligation   or   discipline 

 or   cost"  4  . 

 Our   mission   with   Jesus,   according   to   Dr.   Purves,   is   that   “we   will   also 

 be   willing   to   address  the   great   issues   of   national   and   international   life 

 in   ways   that   reflect   the   mind   of   Christ.   This   "entails   an   advocacy   of 

 policies,   attitudes,   and   behaviors   that   are   congruent   with   the   reign   of 

 God.”   Which   also   means   advocacy   against   the   things   that   demonize 

 people,   including   their   destructive   behaviors.   Rather   than   trying   to   be 

 moral   police,   "Christians   are   to   be   advocates   for   social   righteousness, 

 peace,   freedom,   and   dignity,   though   on   gospel   terms,   not   on   terms   of 

 personal   or   national   self-interest.”  5 

 Returning   to   our   text   in  Revelation  ,   John   of   Patmos’   vision   concludes 

 with   him   seeing   the   resurrected   Jesus   saying   that   He   is   coming.   John 

 also   sees   the   Holy   Spirit   and   the   bride   of   Christ   –   the   Church   – 

 extending   an   open   invitation   –   “Come.”   And   to   those   of   us   who   hear 

 the   invitation,   we   are,   in   turn,   to   extend   God’s   word. 

 The   invitation   is   simply,   “Come.”   Come,   and   see   what   new   life   God   is 

 bringing   into   the   world.   Come,   and   hear   the   words   of   love,   grace,   and 

 hope.   Come,   and   join   us   in   spreading   the   Good   News,   the   joy   of 

 God’s   favor.   Come.   Now   I   want   each   of   you   to   pause   for   a   moment. 

 5  Ibid,   232 

 4  Ibid,   190 



 Close   your   eyes   if   you   need   to,and   think   about   how   you   feel   now   that 

 you   have   been   invited   to   join   God’s   kin-dom.   Do   you   feel 

 light-hearted?   Do   you   feel   God’s   love?   Is   there   a   bit   of   joy   beginning 

 to   bubble   up   inside?   Now,   think   of   someone   with   whom   you’d   like   to 

 share   these   feelings.   Take   a   moment   and   put   the   image   of   their   face 

 before   your   mind’s   eye   –   invite   them.   “Come.”   Come   and   see.   Come 

 and   hear.   Come   and   taste   that   the   Lord   our   God   is   good.   Come. 

 Notice   how   we   feel   good   when   we   are   invited,   not   coerced   through 

 fear.   Think   about   those   people   who   haven’t   been   invited;   those 

 people   who   are   thirsty   for   the   water   of   Life,   the   Living   Word   of   God. 

 How   do   we   invite   them?   What   do   we   say   to   those   who   are 

 disheartened?   What   do   we   do   when   we   see   someone   who   feels   lost 

 or   abandoned?   Can   we   not   extend   the   open   invitation   from   God, 

 “Come?”   Come   and   see.   Come   and   hear.   Come   and   be   a   part   of   our 

 life   together.   Come   into   God’s   faith-community. 

 We   don’t   ask   them   to   conform   or   else.   We   don’t   judge   them   on   their 

 dress,   their   speech,   on   their   hair   style,   or   even   the   color   of   their   skin. 

 We   simply   invite   them   to   come,   just   as   we   were   invited   to   come   by 

 others   who   heard   God’s   invitation.   “Come,”   says   the   Holy   Spirit   and 

 the   bride   of   Christ.   “Come,”   says   the   church   through   the   ages. 

 “Come,”   says   the   people   who   hear   God’s   open   invitation.   “Come,”   we 

 say   to   everyone   who   thirsts.   Echoing   the   prophet   Isaiah,   “Come,   buy 

 and   eat…   Incline   your   ear   to   Me;    listen   so   that   you   may   live.”   (55:1  a  , 

 3  g  )   Come,   let   us   make   the   open   invitation   from   God   in   and   through 

 Christ   that   truly   changes   the   world… 



 Let  us  pray:  Holy  God,  You  invite  us  to  come  and  live  in  Your 

 kin-dom.  Help  us  to  hear  that  invitation.  Help  us  to  believe  that  You 

 invite  us  with  no  strings  attached  other  than  belief  in  You.  Help  us  to 

 live  as  full  citizens  of  Your  kin-dom  so  that  we  may  be  comfortable  to 

 invite  others  to  join  us.  Help  us  to  see  that  Your  invitation  is  one  of 

 eternal  life  and  of  eternal  joy.  By  the  power  of  Your  Holy  Spirit, 

 embolden  us  to  invite  everyone  to  be  part  of  Your  new  heaven  and 

 new  earth,  to  come  and  see  and  hear  what  You  are  doing  in,  through, 

 with,  and  as  Jesus  the  Christ,  our  Savior  and  Your  beloved  Son. 

 Amen 


